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I NT. FRED S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Here is a cosy room of warm col ours. FRED (30) is bearded with

bl onde curtains and is wearing a cardigan. Hi s FRIEND, TOM
(30) has scruffy hair and is in denim They are both spread
out on a settee. In front of themis a TV on a popul ar soap.

FRED
It's so good to see you again, Tom |
can't believe | haven't seen or really
even heard fromyou since university!

TOM
| know right, 1've had four kids since
| last nmet you!

FRED S eyes w den.
FRED

Four? Way didn't you tell ne on
Facebook? What are their nanes?

TOM
Sorry, just had other things on ny
m nd, | guess.

TOM | ooks up in thought.

TOM
Anyway, the eldest is six. | nanmed him
Fred. ..

FRED

(j oki ngly)

Good nanme! You nanmed him after ne,
right?

TOM
Haha, no. | just |iked the nane..

FRED

Oh, never mnd. What are the others
call ed then?

TOM
My eldest girl is five. | named her
Tracy. ..

FRED coughs awkwardly and scratches his ear.

FRED
That's... My sisters nane..
TOM
(1 aughi ng)

No way! What are the odds in that?



FRED
Pretty slim ha. O, what are the
ot her two cal |l ed?

TOM | ooks up again, but not for as |ong.
TOM
My youngest two are twins. | called
t hem Ti na and Paul .

FRED nmoves away fromTOMa little.

FRED
(freaked out)
They're... ny parents nanes..

TOM starts to sweat a bit.

TOMV
| didn't search for themon the
i nternet.

FRED

Shall we just watch the TV?
TOM | eans forward with interest.
TOM

"1l just watch the repeats. Qut of
curiosity, do you have any aunts or

uncl es?

FRED
No. . .

TOM
Nei ces? Nephews?

FRED
Er...

TOM

Never mind. Would like to see a
picture of ny famly?

FRED
Go on then...

TOMretrieves a photo fromhis wallet in his trousers.

shows it to FRED

FRED
They all have blonde curtains |ike ne.
.. Isn't it child abuse giving girls
boy haircuts?

He



TOM puts his

TOM
Not if it suits themit isn't. My Fred
is very clever. When he grows up he's
going to be a conputer progranmer..

FRED
Well | don't do that stuff any nore.
Now I 'mnore into teaching I.T.

TOM
| didn't finish ny sentence. | was
GO NG to say he wll be a progranmer

for a few years and then teach, what
secondary school ?

FRED
Col | ege.

TOM
: College... As | said - very
cl ever.

FRED
Good nan.

thunb and finger on his chin.
TOM

Way didn't you say you changed careers
on Facebook?

FRED noves further away.

FRED
| didn't think it mattered..

TOM rel axes further in the seat. FRED doesn't.

TOM jolts.

TOM
That's what ny Fred's |ike! He needs
to take |life nore seriously. He's

still clever, though.

FRED
Well it's been nice catching up with
you, but you know nme - | only like to

talk to people for a couple of
m nutes. ..

TOM
Oh no!

FRED
VWhat ?



TOM
It's been about two and a half
m nut es. . .

FRED
So?

TOM
So? It's a paradox! It neans | don't
know what's real any nore!

FRED
Well... Wen | said two m nutes, |
meant any time fromexactly two
mnutes to two mnutes and fifty nine
seconds. . .

TOM puts his hands together as if praying.

TOMV
Oh t hank God!

FRED
Ri ght. That neans you have a few
seconds to get out of my house. After
that, it will that paradox you fear.

TOM
Oh ny God, so little tine!

FRED gets his nobile and takes pictures of the surroundi ngs.

TOM
So little time to see what to order
from Amazon and the furniture store!

TOM finally runs out of the roomand FRED finally rel axes.
Shouts are heard fromoutside. It's TOM

TOM
Look at that car! Beautiful! And the
front garden has so nmuch styl e!

FRED
Ch Cod. ..
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