A Better Time

08/05/2026, 10:46

Simon: Hello, do you sometimes long for the past?

Simon: Yes, only a few months ago, my Metal Rules Yahoo email service was
running perfectly fine, but after some strange changes to the site, the amount of data
you can store has dramatically decreased. That means | can’t hear as many albums
as | once could. But you know gets to me?

Simon: What?

Simon: They’ve scrapped the cool animation you get when you star an email as
important!

Simon: They’ve done what?

Simon: | know!

Simon: Why?

Simon: Well, | would say it takes up too much memory but that can’t be true. How
Sgsvpz;ate to have to be to scrap an animation that takes up one or two bytes of

Simon: It adds up, you know? Star a thousand emails and that’s a lot of data...

Simon: But | hardly ever star emails, that’s partly what made the animation so
special!

Simon: Well... at very least you have the memories...

Simon: | looked forward to seeing that animation! How the stars get bigger and then
fade away? It was neat!

Simon: | hate to say this, but | doubt anyone cares...

Simon: Excuse me?

Simon: It’s just that CEOs are known for being hardheaded. Will the CEO of Yahoo
think to himself ‘Oh no. | never knew Simon liked the star animation so much. |
suppose it is a cool animation, so let’s bring it back. Not because it’s cool, but for
Simon.’

Simon: Yes?

Simon: | doubt it.

Simon: Who is the CEO of Yahoo? I'd like to talk to him.

Simon: Jim Lanzone...

Simon: James?
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Simon: Close...

Simon: | don’t really trust people called James anymore...
Simon: Because of James Ziegler?

Simon: Right.

Simon: That is an understandable reaction given your circumstances, but it is
irrational. There are lots of great people called James!

Simon: Such as?

Simon: James Dean!

Simon: Well, | don’t mean to slander the dead, it’s just...

Simon: What?

Simon: He looked just a little but, not a lot, just a tad... like Richard Speck...

Simon: That’s a terrible thing to say!

Simon: I'm sorry...

Simon: How would you like it if someone compared you to a criminal?

Simon: Of course, it would be bad. | know the shame very well, as my mum once
(slowly) crashed her car (or rather bumped) into a police car. It was an accident, but

it’s very easy to assume she did that on purpose without that proper wording.

Simon: What, like ‘My mum went mad and crashed her car into a police car... .... ...
by accident’?

Simon: Oh that’s very bad wording. The dots really made your fear the worst, no one
could ever say such a misleading comment by accident.

Simon: Not by accident, no. Kinda funny, though. Have you ever been compared to
other people?

Simon: Harry Potter, because of the glasses.
Simon: And how did that make you feel?

Simon: I'd love to be magical. How many spells can YOU cast? Probably none! It’s
something to boast about!

Simon: You’re right, | can’t cast any spells and I'd like to.
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Simon: Such as?

Simon: The spell of better vision...

Simon: But then you wouldn’t be like Harry Potter. Both of us, | mean. Because we’re
the same.

Simon: Yeah, about that. It has been noted that you acting like two different people
but with the same name and arguing with yourself constantly is a little on the weird
side.

Simon: | don’t think arguing with yourself is weird at all. It’s self-analytical.

Simon: You're wise?

Simon: Sure am.

Simon: And mature?

Simon: Bingo.

Simon: Yet you say this kind of stuff anyway?

Simon: Right!

Simon: Do you have anything crazier to say?

Simon: Yes, I've recently seen a news heading saying ‘Hantavirus cruise ship’.

Doesn’t sound like the thing you’d like to book, does it?

Simon:

Well, as long as there is no advert saying ‘Hantavirus cruise ship’, it doesn’t

really matter.

Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:

Simon:

| usually like going on cruise ships, but not a disease-themed one...
Again, there is no such thing.

But you have to be careful with wording, as explained earlier.

What should the news heading have said?

‘News just in: There is a hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship’.
Maybe there wasn’t enough space to say it?

Use a smaller font!

Then people wouldn’t be able to see it...

It could say ‘NJI:TIAHOOACS’
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Simon:

Simon:

And people would know what that means?

No, but | have seen puzzles shared on TV programs for the viewers to

crack...

Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:

Simon:

Simon

Simon

Puzzles on the news, though?

No, but the news is a kind of TV program...

Have you ever been diagnosed with a thought disorder, Simon?
Oh very much so, very much so.

So maybe you shouldn’t comment on the news?

Oh yeah.

: Change the subject?

: I saw a TV show that was ‘sponsored by Genesis’. How old is that games

console now? Well over 30 years!

Simon

Simon

Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:
Simon:

Simon:

: Did it say ‘sponsored by Sega Genesis’?

: | presumed that’s what the sponsor meant to say...

Even though the last game for the console came out in 19987
| have a thought disorder...

Thank you, I’'m glad you said that.

The world is a confusing place, sometimes...

It’s ok.

You were right, why advertise a product you can’t buy anymore?
The important thing is you’ve grown.

Am | wise now?

Um...

Please be honest.

No. No, you’re not.

Oh. So | should forget about applying for Harvard?
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Simon: What were you thinking of studying?
Simon: Brain surgery...
Simon: Wow, someone with a thought disorder wanting to be a brain surgeon...

Simon: It could have been worse, you could have said ‘a paranoid schizophrenic
wanting to be a brain surgeon’...

Simon: But you’re being treated.

Simon: Oh yeah.

Simon: You forgot because of your thought disorder?
Simon: Yes, best brain surgeon ever!

Simon: Cool! And is that everything you have to say?

Simon: Yes, | mean yes, | mean no, yes, bye!
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