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You’' d presune all nicknanes people give thensel ves woul d be
good, right? Sonetinmes however, it’s really not clear. Take
for exanple the heavy netal singer Tim*‘R pper’ Oaens. Sounds
pretty badass, right? But what does he rip? Bags? Cereal
boxes? It could be anything. Maybe he does rip bags and that
was the cool est thing about hinself that he could think of. It
woul d still be true though, unlike sone other nicknames | can
think of. ‘Messiah’ from bl ack nmetal band, Mayhem is flat out
pretentious if not conpletely baffling. Who does he think he
is? An admred Holy | eader? Why the hell are his lyrics so
norbid and evil then? Even five year ol ds know words such as
‘violent torture, death has arrived, armageddon, terror and
fright’ would NEVER be in any kind of hymm. Mdron. To be fair
t hough, sone black netal aliases are pretty profound. Singer
‘Dead’ is sadly now dead. Sure, everyone dies at sone point,
but he did nake hinself dead on purpose. O course he
SHOULDN T have made hi nself dead, he shoul d have checked into
a local nental institution, where he could have entertained
the other patients with his tortured voice and nmade t hem feel
at hone in a weird way. In ny experience, such places have

t hi ngs such as steel drum|essons, so maybe he coul d have

enj oyed them being the nusical nman he was. He coul d have

pi oneer ed Jamai can bl ack nmetal. Who knows?

‘“Necro Butcher’ again from Mayhem sounds pretty cool as well.
But what does ‘necro’ nean? Relating to corpses and death,
right? (Thanks, Google). But aren’t all butchers necro

but chers? What butcher works with live animal s? Hopefully
none. Really he should call hinmself *Butcher’ for the sake of
snappi ness. But who cares, anyway? It’s just an ordinary

prof ession, just |like accountancy or banking is, just a bit
bl oodier. In the conplete opposite direction of 'self-
pronotion' is Alice Cooper. Wiy would any man want to give

hi msel f a woman’ s nane? |Imagi ne a group LGBTQ friends hoping
to see a Bjork-like artist, and then seeing the band nenbers
dressed as zonbies, cutting their heads of with (fake)
guillotines. A ruined day. Now I’I|l nove onto the only
nickname | can think of that is conpletely non-descriptive:
Joe Satriani’s ‘Satch’. What’s that supposed to nmean? Not hi ng.
Ok to be fair, it kind of sounds |like his surname, but if he
wants a name |ike that, what’s wong with ‘Tree Arny’? As in
Joe Tree Arny Satriani. Not only does it have a nice ring to
it, it conjurers up Lord of the Rings, the nost epic story
ever told. If you re reading this, Joe, please feel free to
use that name for yourself. | know you like nmusic that is
sonmewhat spacey, why not go magi cal as well? Magi c Johnson
springs to mnd, but he’s not a nusician. He should be,

t hough.

Now I’ Il nove onto a nore nysterious nicknanme: John 5. What
does he have five of? Five fingers? If so, altogether or on
each hand? If the latter, what was he thinking? It’s like

call ing soneone Benny Two Eyes, or Peter One Nose. To be clear
t hough, | really don’t know what his nane neans. | can only
specul ate and arguably badly.



Here's the nost fitting nickname | can think of at this point:
'Fast' Eddie Carke from Motorhead. You know what? He was
fast! Not exactly shred netal fast, but certainly pretty
speedy. That’s the kind of thing | want. It’s the kind of nane
you don’t have to pull your hair out over. In a perfect world,
all aliases would be |like that. For exanple Yngw e ' Tastel ess’
Mal st een, or Joe ‘Copy Cat’ Stunp. What’s my favourite nane
sonmeone has given thensel ves? Syd ‘ Schizo’ Barrett. Ok, he
never called hinmself that, but he should have done. End the
stigma and all that. O course | don’t really think there is a
stigma as you can probably tell, but end the stigma anyway. |If
you know what | nean. If not, don’t worry about it, because
neither dol. And it’s ok to admt that. | will end this

nonol ogue with the weirdest |ogical nicknane: Paul ‘G II’

Bert. Because as we all know Paul "G IIl" Bert (Sonetines
witten as Paul Glbert) is part fish. Exactly, weird yet
makes sense, doesn’'t it? Ck! Bye!
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