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People often say things like “it’s a small world , when they
bunmp into old, random friends whilst shopping or whatever, but
they usually don’t truly mean that. What they really nmean is
‘“it’s a small city’ or ‘county’ or whatever. What |'m saying
is that people rarely encounter past acquaintances in foreign
countries, do they? Certainly not in the | onesone countryside,
overseas. If they did, that would justify the phrase ‘it’s a
small world . The world is actually pretty big. No where near
as big as the solar system though. The edge of that is
apparently around 7.5 billion kilonetres fromthe sun

However, the distance fromthe sun to Pluto is about 6 billion
kil ometres, Google tells nme, so let’s just give the solar
systemthe latter distance, here. Wo cares about a | oad of
not hi ng?? And yes, Pluto is a planet. Think of the gl obe

nam ng rhyme | earnt in physics, ‘ny very easy nethod just
speeds up nam ng planets...' Doesn’t work w thout the |ast
word, does it? Anyway, inmagine com ng across a |long | ost
friend placed randomy in between THAT range. (6 billion km

But, things get bigger... Do you have any idea how many stars
and potential solar systens are in our galaxy? (The chocol atey
Ml ky Way, that is). It’s nore than 10... ‘No way, you're
shitting me!” It’s nore than 100... ‘Fuck off!’ It’s nore than
1,000, or even 10,000... It’s 200 billion!'!'! In other words,
200, 000, 000, O00Q! ' To put things into perspective, have you
seen that crazy Youtube video, where sonme guy (for whatever
reason) counts all the way up to just 100,000? It literally
took himall day. Yeah, well tinmes that by a whopping 2
mllion. (I think). Also, do you realise howlong it would
take light to travel across dd MIky and to vaguely

appreci ate each sun? 100,000 years. And light travels

ridiculously fast. | recall trying to outrun ny shadow when
was a boy, and | never canme close. Ch... And now that | think
of it... There are 100 billion other gal axi es out there. How

did | forget that? That’s nental

So what are the consequences of space’ s huge size? Wll, what
if future astronauts get |ost there? They re screwed. |
remenber how bad it was when | got lost in a hospital, and
even there, there were signs. Were are the signs in the never
endi ng bl ackness, right? Here's sonething else that’s
worryi ng: The whol e of space used to be snaller that a

subatom c particle. That’s something so small it can’t be
conprehended. What’s going on? | just about understand one or
the other - really big or really small - but both?? Space is

constantly expanding?? It’s bad enough when the val ue of noney
changes, imagine the thought of everything around you
constantly being altered. How confusing is that?? Wat makes
things worse, is that space is always getting sucked into

bl ack hol es. Again, how can you inmagine both at the sanme tinme?
Thi nki ng about that kind of stuff can drive a person mad. Very
danger ous.

However, there is hope. Unless you are a physicist, you are
under no obligation to ponder about this kind of stuff.



Unl ess you get sucked into a black hole that is, but | don't
think that’s going to happen. Not yet, at least. Not only do
you not really have to think about space on the whole, you
don’t really even need to think about space in general. The
only exception is if a nassive neteorite cones whizzing
towards Earth, but even then there’s probably nothing anyone
could do about it, so we're all fucked anyway. So that’s good
isnt it? In a way. Lastly, getting lost in space is extrenely
unlikely for nost people, as leaving the Earth is fraught with
difficulties. Do you have access to a huge rocket that can
carry people? If not, don’t worry. It’s not as if you can
clinb on top of Mount Everest and junp up to the stars. And on
that positive note, let’s end things here. Hyvastil!lll



