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| have around 750 CDs in ny collection, and I love it so nuch
| have to stare at it on occasion for several mnutes at a
time. | have classics, | have nodern stuff and perhaps sadly,
| have lots of very obscure stuff that really deserves to be
nore well known. | will be discussing such al buns. Hopefully
after reading the following, you will check the rel eases on
Yout ube, and your life will be massively enriched. |’ m not
FORCING this material on you, but if | was a | ess reasonabl e
man | would. Maybe I amnow, in a covert way. Wio knows? (I
really am because you'll love all of it). Anyway, enjoy!

Facing the Animal by Yngw e Mal nst een

Yngwi e has a bit of a reputation for witing the sanme songs
over and over, and com ng up with guitar solos so m ndl ess,

t he keyboard equi val ent would be to just run your fingers over
a huge range of keys as fast as you can. |If you do so, the
only thing you'll have to worry about is the notes bl eeding

t oget her. However, don't fear, many synthesisers have settings
where it’s inpossible to play two notes at a tinme. Anyway,
this albumis different in terns of songwiting. After his
debut, you could argue this work is his greatest in fact. It
is al so possibly the best produced albuml|l own. Pretty

i npressive. Sure the leads aren’t exactly nelodic here either
for the nost part, but to be fair, sonme notes get held for
wel | over a second. :O

Fromthe 13th Sun, Candl enass

Ok, this isn't the doomnetal band s best album but it is far
fromtheir worst. In sone of their other rel eases, a | ot of

the singing is SOtheatrical. | nean really. | would go as far
as to say it ruins everything. It’s hard to describe in words
how t he vocal s sound, but 1’1l try: ‘1’ve-uh been possessed by
Sat aaaaan- huh! Yeah- huh, GChhh yeah- hahahaha-huh!’ [It’s just
too nuch. But as | was saying, FtTSisn't like that at all.
the songs aren’t exactly masterpieces and are relatively
sinple, but they are as creepy as hell. In a good way.

Downward i s Heavenward, Hum

Not quite as depressing as their hit album®You d Prefer an
Astronaut’, and maybe that’s why the albumin question is nore
obscure. Some people just |ike being depressed. (In a nusical
way, of course). Sonme of the lyrics are gibberish here, such
as ‘It’s all green to me’. The correct phrase neani ng
sonmething that’s inpossible to understand, is ‘it’'s all Geek
to me’, as in nost English people can’t speak Geek. It’s al
green? Does the singer have a uni que vision problenf Not
exactly relatable is it? Maybe that’s what another problemis.
According to Allmusic.com this albumis superior to YPaA and
it got four and a half stars. Not to be sniffed at.



Vi ol ent Machi ne, Tony Macal pi ne

Ok, you could argue that alnost all instrumental rock/netal
gui tar al buns are hidden gens. Even superstars such as Joe
Satriani and Steve Vai have rel eased pieces that 99.999% of
the popul ation will never hear. Wat’s interesting about VM
is that it fuses rock with jazz. Mst axe nman-focused-

vocal i st-negl ecting al buns of its era fused netal/rock with
cl assical nusic or prog. And conpare the song titles with
simlar releases: Tony has fun ideas |ike ‘Shoe Shine Cyber
Boy', and artists such as Joe Stunp have the predictable
‘Weapon of Choice’, ‘Pistol Wipped , ‘Trigger Happy' , etc.
Sure he doesn’'t JUST wite about weapons, that would be crazy,
but which titles are nore creative? Anyway, nore inportantly
the songwiting is solid.

Rai n of a Thousand Fl anes, Rhapsody

Not as popul ar as many of the band s other LPs, but this power
nmet al case does have a highly different sound to nost of them
That alone is worth noting. Yes, RoaTF has the sane kind of
fantastical thenes, for exanple killing nonsters with swords,
(I think) and such thenmes aren’t exactly cool, but you can’'t
deny they’'re fun. ‘But | believe that all music can be cool if
performed properly’. No. Don’'t even think for a nmoment WII
Smth or whatever would tackle such topics. I'"msure if that
ever happened, a serious nusical crine would take place, it
woul d be very nessy, and the world of rap and even nusic in
general would never be the same. Don’t believe ne? Here' s sone
‘“power rap’: ‘Yo, yo, bluds! Just snoked an orc. No nore orcs
in da hood . Yep. Cringe. | knowit was ne who wote that, but
| et’s see someone do better.

G Of!, Cacophony

Not as well known as their other al bum‘Speed Metal Synphony’,
and that isn’t exactly too fanous either. But why isn't G off
(as very creative goths may say) a househol d nane?? Japanesey
scal es, crazy shredding and all that stuff? Sure, it’s nore of
t he sane, but who conpl ains about nore of anything that’s

excellent quality? I'll tell you who: The biggest spoilt brat
of all time. I"'msorry if | just called you a brat, | didn't
mean it, | was just naking a point. You d only be a brat if

you conpl ai ned and got the albumfor free and that’s not
likely - it's pretty hard to find.

Super her oes, Racer X

Wy the instrunmental ’Scarified seens to be far nore well
known than the vocal -1 ess pieces on Superheroes is a conplete
nmystery to nme. Conpared to ‘Viking Kong’ and ‘King of the
Monsters’, it's pretty bland, really. The production is far
better on this gem too. The al bum‘ Second Heat’ which
Scarified cones from has production so bad, it has the sane
quality as a lot of early black netal. And bear in mnd that
genre is supposed to sound as bad as possible in nany cases.



(Ck, let’s be fair, SH s sound quality isn’t THAT bad, |’ m
exagger ati ng because sayi ng sonet hing has ‘ bel ow aver age’
quality isn't funny).

Li ke Li nus, Deftones

This deno al bumis so obscure, you can’'t even buy it. At |east
| don’t think you can, and |I’'ve | ooked. It has even worse
sound quality than Second Heat, but that’s understandabl e as
it wasn’t exactly recorded in a state of the art recording
studi o. Even so, ny God the songs are good. | nmean they' re SO
good. | want this album now. | guess I'll have to keep
listening to it on Youtube. If you choose to do so, you can
expect 15 tracks of quality material. Even the song that uses
a crappy penny whistle/recorder/whatever, is strangely
brilliant. That's the first tine the instrument has sounded so
good since Stairway to Heaven. : O Don’'t be fool ed by that
comment, though - a toddler could play the part. But in a good
way.

Ri sing Qut of the Ashes, Warlord

Usually I’"mat least a little bit put off by nusic that is
really cheesy. However, the songwiting in this rel ease saves
everything. Easily. | have to be honest, the guitar playing is
not so good, in fact it’s often very scrappy in the solo
sections (and there are a lot of then). But you know what ?
That adds to the albunmis charm In a way. A charm ng al bum
about war and stuff |ike that? How does that even work? No
wonder no one knows about this album It screws with the m nd
too nuch. | don’t even |like dealing with double negatives.

High Definition, Vitalij Kupri]j

An instrunmental al bum even nore obscure than ‘Viol ent
Machine’. Far nore, in fact. Paradoxically however, it is one
of the nost inpressive albuns | own. The nusicianship is
totally crazy, and the proggy-neocl assical songwiting is
super clever. However, it seens things have got to Vitalij’s
head a little; in one of his |ater albuns he sings ‘the
enperor’s will cannot be denied. You have betrayed the
enperor’s will, you fool’. Not the coolest lyrics. Maybe he
shoul d stick to music w thout words.

Ok, that’s ten relatively unknown al buns for you. But now t hat
| think of it, you probably won't like all of them right? I

was being too optimstic before. So now what 1’1l do is |ist
t he al buns agai n, and suggest what ki nd of people m ght/m ght
not appreciate them.. | could have done that earlier, but

never underestimate the power of repetition. What |’ m saying
is you need to read about the al bunms again, so they get stuck
in your head. You at |east need to TRY them But |’ m not
pushy, renenber that.



Facing the Animal by Yngw e Mal nsteen - For people who have
the ability to ignore endl ess, sonmewhat annoying soling. Not
for people who think even Jim Hendrix played too fast.
Wisses.

Fromthe 13th Sun, Candl emass - For people who have nent al
probl enms. Not for anyone else, quite frankly.

Downward i s Heavenward, Hum - For nost people. Not for all of
Humi s fans, though, for whatever reason.

Vi ol ent Machi ne, Tony Macal pi ne - For anyone who appreci ates
instrunmental rock guitar nusic. Pretty extreme, right? Very
nice and not cliched. Not for 99% of the popul ation.

Rai n of a Thousand Fl anes, Rhapsody - For all synphonic netal
fans? Quite possibly. Not for 99.9% of the population. No only
j oki ng. Maybe 98% Who knows. ..

Go Of!, Cacophony - For anyone who wants to see Japanese,
Western and African cultures unite through music. (Wen | say
African, | mean rock nusic has its roots in Africa, |’ m not
sayi ng dj enbe drunms or marinbas are used in this al bum
because that would be far too weird). Not for racists. >:(

Super her oes, Racer X - For Yngwi e fans who also |ike com cs.
Not for ignorant people who don’t |ike fast soloing. So

i gnor ant .

Li ke Linus, Deftones - For everyone.

Rising Qut of the Ashes, Warlord - For all power netal fans.
Not for | actose intol erant people.

High Definition, Vitalij Kuprij - Even for those who are
ultra-hard to inpress. Not for nany people as it’'s extra hard
to find.

That’s it fromne! Byeeeeeeee.
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